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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 

scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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Section A – Translation 
 

Question Answer Marks 

1 Translate into English. 
 

 Arabic English  Reject 

1  In the past / in ancient time(s)  

2     many / a lot of young people / youngsters were   

3    spending / using their spare / leisure time / 
passing their free time 

 

4   at sports clubs  

5 .  actively / doing an activity / engaging in an activity  

6       Some of them were doing / practising indoor 
games / playing inside 

 

7    and body building / body exercises / body shaping 
activities 

 

8      
 

while / whilst others were sitting at the tables of 
the coffee shops / in cafes 

sitting on the tables 

9  .    sipping / drinking tea or cold drinks / soft drinks / 
cold beverages / refreshments / fizzy drinks 

 

 

10 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
 

 Arabic English  Reject 

10   Usually, in the evening / afternoon  

11      some of them play different types / varieties of 
sports 

 

12 .       like / such as / for example football and volleyball.  

13    now / these days the computer has become  

14     one of the most important educational methods / 
tools / instruments 

 

15 and entertaining  

16 .     to youngsters / youth / young people in their daily 
life / everyday life 

 

17    They use them at school  

18    and at university and even at home.  

19 .    to do homework.  

20     And they use the internet  

21  to look for / search for / about  
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
 

 Arabic English  Reject 

22 various / different / several sites /channels  

23  and also to watch / see  

24  various films / movies  

25 .   (posted) on (the) YouTube ((web)site).  

26  (the percentage of TV viewers) has declined / 
decreased / dropped / gone down 

 

27    the percentage of TV viewers   

28  because they can find / get / there is   

29    all that they need  

30 .   easily on the internet.  
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Translate into Arabic. 
 

 English Arabic Reject 

1 One weekend      

2 Hassan decided to  ( )   

3 go to for a swim.   /   /

4 He was having a great time  /      

5 when he saw  /  / /  /  /

6 a little boy    / 

7 in difficulty /  

8 in the pool. .   /  

9 The boy was at the deep end. /    /.

10 At first, Hassan thought that    /  /   /  

11 the boy was playing   

12 but he started shouting  /  /   /  
 

20 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 

 English Arabic Reject 

13 for help. .  /   

14 He was waving    

15 his hands 

16 desperately. .

17 Quickly,  /  /  / 

18 Hassan swam  

19 towards the boy. . /   / 

20 He reached the boy /   /   

21 before he went underwater. .   /   

22 again. .  /  

23 The boy started crying   

24 and calling out for his mother. .  /    
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 

 English Arabic Reject 

25 Hassan helped the little boy  /  

26 to move to   / 

27 the other side of the pool. .    /

28 Then he lifted him  

29 to safety. .  /  / 

30 The boy looked very tired    

31 but was happy /    

32 to see his parents  /  / 

33 coming towards him. . / /   

34 The boy’s parents were  /  /   

35 very grateful /    /   /

36 to Hassan for his help. .  /    
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 

 English Arabic Reject 

37 Hassan advised  

38 the little boy not to swim     /

39 near    /  

40 the deep end of the pool again.   . / 
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Section B – Reading Comprehension 
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3  .       

 .    

2  

4  . 1  

5  .. 1  

6  .  

 .        

2  

7  .  

 .       

2  

8  . 

 . 

 . 

3  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

9  .    

  .     

 
 .      

2  

10  .      

      ..  . 

2  

11  .          

 .           

2  

12  .  /   

 .       

2  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

13 Vocabulary 
 
Each correct answer = 2 marks up to a maximum of 6 marks. 
 
Where the candidate has answered more than three vocabulary items, take the three 
best answers. 

6  

13(i)  .

 . 

 . 

 

13(ii)  . 

 . 

 

13(iii)  .  

13(iv)  .   

 .   

 .   
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

13(v)   

 


