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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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1 General Marking Notes 

1.1 Annotations in RM Assessor 

Annotation Meaning 

 
Stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page. 

 
Use for Q3, or Q4, or Q5: Credit for good content point 

 
Omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence) 

 
Spelling / grammar mistake 

 
Error of Tense 

 
Repetition (of language or content) 

 
Benefit of the Doubt. Response not covered by the mark scheme, but the 
examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given. 

 
No benefit of the doubt. Response is not covered by the mark scheme and the 
examiner’s judgement is that credit should NOT be given. 

 
Indecipherable / Incomprehensible 

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and 
comments on, so please ensure that any annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by the 
mark scheme. 
 
Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum. 
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2 General Marking Instructions  
 
If a candidate has written down the wrong question number, e.g. they have clearly answered 
Question 2, but have written Question 1 on the script, place a ‘?’ next to the question number. You 
must enter your annotations and your mark against the question number that the candidate actually 
answered. 

Section A: 
Questions 1 
and 2 

Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section A. Check the script 
to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the correct row 
in the mark input box (e.g. if the candidate has answered Question 2, begin by 
selecting Q2b1) 
 
Content marks (1b1,1b2,1b3,1b4 or 2b1,2b2,2b3,2b4) 
Annotate the script to show where candidate has covered each bullet point.  
Enter a mark out of 3 in the mark input box for each bullet point.  
 
Language marks (1L or 2L) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 18 in the mark input box. 

Section B: 
Questions 3, 
4 and 5 

Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section B. Check the script 
to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the correct row 
in the mark input box (e.g. if the candidate has answered Question 4, begin by 
selecting Q4Content) 
 
Content (3Content or 4Content or 5Content) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. 
 
Style and Organisation (3S&O or 4S&O or 5S&O) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. 
 
Accuracy (3Accuracy or 4Accuracy or 5Accuracy) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. 

NR (No response) 
 
After you have entered your marks for all the questions that the candidate has answered, CLICK ON 
COMPLETE so that ‘NR’ can be populated automatically for the questions that the candidate has not 
answered.  
 
If the COMPLETE button is not available, please input NR by hand for all the questions the 
candidate has not answered. (Pushing the # button puts in NR.) 

Rubric infringements 
 
Sometimes a candidate will misread the rubric and will answer more than one question in each 
section. 
 
Please mark all of the responses on each script. RM Assessor will automatically calculate the best 
mark that the candidate can achieve, within the acceptable rubric rules. 

Crossing out 
 
If a candidate crosses out an attempt, award marks for the final attempt. 
 
If a candidate crosses out an answer but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. 
(Please note that a ‘second attempt’ could be a single word.) 
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Section A 
 
A1 Combination of Words 
 
Marking principles: 
 

• grammatically correct combination 2 marks 

• grammatically incorrect combination 
• grammatically correct combination 

0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

1 আশাতীত    2 

2 উৎফু�          2 

3 কু্ষধাতর্    2 

4 সং�ার     2 

5 িন�য়               2 

 
A2 Idioms, Proverbs and Words in Pairs 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item.  
 

• correct number, phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be 
correct) 

2 marks 

• incorrect number or incorrect phrase 0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

6 (3)  কড়ায় গ�ায়         2 

7 (1)  ভরাডুিব  2 

8 (7)   আঙুল ফুেল কলাগাছ 2 

9 (10) মান-স�ান 2 

10 (6)  েবাঝার ওপর শােকর আঁিট 2 
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A3 Sentence Transformation 
 
Marking principles: 

• grammatically correct / appropriate sentence including the key word/s 
• full meaning of the sentence is conveyed  
• tolerate a single spelling error 

2 marks 

• only the essence of the meaning is conveyed 
• tolerate omission of punctuation mark 
• tolerate 2 spelling errors 
• tolerate omission of / error in key word 

1 mark 

• meaning of the sentence is not conveyed / is changed 
• more than 2 spelling errors 

0 marks 

 
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according 
to the banded marking principles above.   
 

Question Answer Marks 

11 আিম েতামার কথা কখেনাই / জীবেনও / েকােনািদন ভুলব না।  or similar  
(key words:েতামার কথা, কখেনা না) + a negative structure   

2 

12 তাঁর মহে�র  কথা িক আমরা ভুলেত পাির?  or similar 
(key words: তাঁর, মহে�র, িক / পাির িক? + an interrogative structure. 

2 

13 অিভজ্ঞতা না থাকেল েতামার পেক্ষ / জনয্ কাজিট করা েবশ কিঠন হেব। or similar 
(key words: অিভজ্ঞতা, েতামার, হেব) + an affirmative/ future verb form 

2 

14 েমেয়িটর রঙ কােলা তেব / িক� তার েচহারাটা েবশ িমি�। or similar 
(key words: েমেয়িটর, েচহারা) + complex structure 

2 

15 ভদৰ্েলাকিট বলেলন, “দয়া কের আপিন / তুিম েভতের িগেয় বসুন / বস।’’ or similar 
(key words: ভদৰ্েলাকিট বলেলন, বসুন / বস + a polite form of reported speech.  

2 
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A4 Cloze Passage 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q16, if a candidate responds (3) আধুিনক = 0 marks). 
 

• correct number, phrase, or number and phrase 
(if both are written, both must be correct) 

2 marks 

• incorrect number or incorrect phrase 0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

16 পিরবতর্ন 2 

17 ঊদযািপত 2 

18 নববষর্ 2 

19 নবাে�র 2 

20 কৃতজ্ঞতা 2 

21 সং�ৃিতর 2 

22 আধুিনক 2 

23 পৰ্াণব� 2 

24 েমলব�ন 2 

25 গুরুত্ব 2 
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Section B 
 
B5 MCQ Comprehension 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with either a letter or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q26, if a candidate responds (D) but incorrect statement এটা হে� 

েলখেনর শি�। = 0 marks). 

• Correct  or number (if both are written, both must be correct) 2 marks 

• Incorrect  or  in the wrong place 0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

26 (B)  2 

27 (C)  2 

28 (D)  2 

29 (C)  2 

30 (A)  2 

31 (C)  2 

32 (C)  2 
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Section C 
 
C6 OE Comprehension 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates must write in their own words, i.e. not ‘lift’ (copy word-for-word) material from the text. 
There is a maximum of 6 marks available for each question. A maximum of 4 marks are awarded for 
Content, according to the examples in the mark scheme below. A maximum of 2 marks are awarded 
for Language according to the banded marking principles below. 
 

• clear, appropriate language and vocabulary 
• in the candidate’s own words (no lifting) 
• tolerate minor spelling errors 

2 language marks 

• partially successful communication of the answer 
• spelling errors and 
• occasional lifting 

1 language mark 

• inappropriate use of language 
• limited/inappropriate vocabulary 
• meaning is confused/ambiguous/obscure 
• basic errors which impede communication 
• heavy reliance on lifting 

0 language marks 

 
Content marks are to be awarded as follows:  
 

Question Answer Marks 

33 েরলে�শনিটেক েলখক কীভােব বণর্না কেরেছন?  চারিট িবষয় েলখ।  
(Any four from the following or similar wording) 

 

• ে�শনিটর আসল নাম আহসানগ� / আতৰ্াই নােম পিরিচত  1 

• ে�শনিট আতৰ্াই নদীর পােড়  1 

• ে�শনিট েবশ পুরেনা  1 

• ে�শনিট পির��  1 

• েদওয়ােল রেয়েছ কেয়কিট পৰ্াচীন পৰ্িতকৃিত 1 

• মিহলােদর িবশৰ্ামঘরিটেত জায়গা কম / েখালা জানালা িদেয় েভতের ঢুকেছ দিক্ষণা 
  বাতাস  

1 

•  েদওয়ালগুেলা মােবর্ল পাথেরর ৈতরী 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

34 রবী�নাথ কীভােব পিতসের যাতায়াত করেতন?  চারিট িবষয় েলখ। 
(Any four or similar wording) 

 

• িতিন কলকাতা েথেক েরলগািড়েত আসেতন 1 

• পালিকেত চেড় েযেতন 1 

• মােঝমােঝ তাঁর িবখয্াত ‘প�ােবাট’-এ নদীপেথ ভৰ্মণ করেতন 1 

• কখেনা আবার নদীপােড়র রা�া িদেয় েহঁেট েযেত েযেত দু’ধােরর েসৗ�যর্ েদেখ 
  িলখেতন 

1 

• ভৰ্মণ েশেষ িতিন কাছািরবািড়েত েযেতন 1 

35 ে�শন েথেক পিতসেরর যাতৰ্াপেথ েলখেকর েযসব িবরি�কর ও আন�ময় অনুভূিত হেয়িছল তার 

দুিট কের উদাহরণ দাও। 

 

িবরি�কর অনুভূিত (Any two from the following or similar wording) 
• রা�াগুেলা অপৰ্শ� / উঁচু-িনচু িছল 
• পথ চলেত িগেয় অেনক ধা�া েখেলন  

• শসয্হীন শৰ্ীহীন ফসেলর মাঠ 

• েছাট-বড় গেতর্র মুেখ গানগুেলা িঠক উপেভাগ কেত পারিছেলন না 

• পৰ্চ� / কড়া েরােদ েঘেম অি�র হেলন  

2 

আন�ময় অনুভূিত (Any two from the following or similar wording) 
• সু�র পৰ্াকৃিতক দৃশয্ / উ�ল জলেসৰ্ােতর ধারা েদখেত েপেলন  
• জলেসৰ্ােতর পােশর এক সিপর্ল রা�া  

• পেথর দু’ধােরর কানায় কানায় পূণর্ নদী   

• ছিবর মেতা সাজােনা তাল / েখজুর গােছর সাির 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

36 কাছািরবািড়েত েপৗঁছােনার পর েলখেকর কী ধরেনর অিভজ্ঞতা হল? চারিট িবষয় েলখ। 
(Any four from the following or similar wording) 

 

• এতটা পথ এেস েভতের েঢাকার ফটক ব� েদেখ / েভতের ঢুকেত না েপের 

  হতাশ হেলন  

1 

•  েলখক ও তাঁর ব�ু অতয্�  কু্ষধাতর্ হেয় পেড়িছেলন 1 

• আেশপােশ েকােনা খাবােরর েদাকান িছল না  1 

• গৰ্ােমর এক েলােকর সাহােযয্ ত�াবধায়েকর স�ান েপেলন 1 

• ভদৰ্েলােকর অিন�া থাকা সে�ও েলখক ও তারঁ ব�ুর পিরি�িত িবেবচনা কের দরজা 

    খুেল িদেলন  

1 

37 প�ম অনুে�েদ কাছািরবািড়িটেক কীভােব বণর্না করা হেয়েছ? চারিট বণর্না দাও।  
(Any four from the following or similar wording) 

 

•  চতুভুর্জাকৃিত কাছািরবািড়/ েভতের একিট জাদুঘর  1 

• মাঝখােন েখালা েছাট  আিঙনা আেছ / এর িতনিদেক িবিভ� ঘর িদেয় েঘরা  1 

• ঘরগুেলা জানা-অজানা নানান ছিব িদেয় সু�র / কারুকাযর্ কের সাজােনা 1 

•  ঘরগুেলােত রবী�নােথর বয্বহৃত িবিভ� েশৗিখন সামগৰ্ী যে� রাখা আেছ  1 

• িশলাইদহ ও সাহজাদপুেরর কুিঠবািড়র েচেয়ও এটা েগাছােনা  1 

• আিঙনার মাঝখােন রবী�নােথর একিট ভা�যর্ রেয়েছ  1 

• সামেন পাথের বাঁধােনা পুকুর ঘাট 1 

38 �ানীয় কৃষকেদর সে� রবী�নােথর েয আ�িরকতা িছল, চারিট উদাহরণ িদেয় তা বুিঝেয় দাও। 
(The following or similar wording) 

 

•  কৃিষকাজ ও কৃষকেদর মান উ�য়েনর জনয্ িতিন সবসময় িচ�া করেতন 1 

•  িতিন এখােন পৰ্থম কেলর লাঙল চালু কেরন  1 

• েছেল রথী�নাথেক কৃিষকােজর কলয্ােণ উ�িশক্ষা েনওয়ার জনয্ িবেদশ পািঠেয়িছেলন  1 

• েনােবল পুর�ােরর েবিশরভাগ অথর্ িতিন �ানীয় কৃষকেদরেক কৃিষঋণ িহেসেব 

        িদেয়িছেলন 

1 
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Vocabulary 
 
Marking principles: 
 

• appropriate synonym with correct spelling 2 marks 

• appropriate synonym 
• tolerate minor spelling errors which do not impede meaning 

1 mark 

• inappropriate synonym 
• spelling error which impedes meaning 

0 marks 

 
If candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. 
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according 
to the banded marking principles above. 
 

Question Answer Marks 

39 পৰ্াচীন = পুরেনা / পুরাতন / েসেকেল / অনাধুিনক / অেনকিদন আেগর or similar  2 

40 েপৰ্রণা = উৎসাহ / উ�ীপনা / পৰ্বল আগৰ্হ  or similar 2 

41 মেনােলাভা = মেনামু�কর / িচ�াকষর্ক / হৃদয় কাড়া / মন কাড়া or similar 2 

42 অনুিলিপ = পৰ্িতিলিপ / নকল / হুবহু, কিপ  or similar 2 

43 িবি�ত = অবাক /  চমৎকৃত /  িব�য়াপ� / আ�যর্ািন্বত  or similar  2 

 


