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Why choose Cambridge International?

Cambridge International prepares school students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a 
lasting passion for learning. We are part of the University of Cambridge.

Our Cambridge Pathway gives students a clear path for educational success from age 5 to 19. Schools can 
shape the curriculum around how they want students to learn – with a wide range of subjects and flexible ways 
to offer them. It helps students discover new abilities and a wider world, and gives them the skills they need for 
life, so they can achieve at school, university and work.

Our programmes and qualifications set the global standard for international education. They are created by 
subject experts, rooted in academic rigour and reflect the latest educational research. They provide a strong 
platform for students to progress from one stage to the next, and are well supported by teaching and learning 
resources.

We review all our syllabuses regularly, so they reflect the latest research evidence and professional teaching 
practice – and take account of the different national contexts in which they are taught.

We consult with teachers to help us design each syllabus around the needs of their learners. Consulting with 
leading universities has helped us make sure our syllabuses encourage students to master the key concepts in 
the subject and develop the skills necessary for success in higher education.

Our mission is to provide educational benefit through provision of international programmes and qualifications 
for school education and to be the world leader in this field. Together with schools, we develop Cambridge 
learners who are confident, responsible, reflective, innovative and engaged – equipped for success in the 
modern world.

Every year, nearly a million Cambridge students from 10 000 schools in 160 countries prepare for their future 
with the Cambridge Pathway. 

School feedback: ‘We think the Cambridge curriculum is superb preparation for university.’

Feedback from: Christoph Guttentag, Dean of Undergraduate Admissions, Duke University, USA

Quality management
Cambridge International is committed to providing exceptional quality. In line with this commitment, our 
quality management system for the provision of international qualifications and education programmes for 
students aged 5 to 19 is independently certified as meeting the internationally recognised standard,  
ISO 9001:2015. Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/ISO9001
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Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment. Cambridge University Press & 
Assessment is a department of the University of Cambridge.

Cambridge University Press & Assessment retains the copyright on all its publications. Registered centres are permitted to copy 
material from this booklet for their own internal use. However, we cannot give permission to centres to photocopy any material that is 
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Important: Changes to this syllabus
For information about changes to this syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026, go to page 36.

The latest syllabus is version 1, published March 2022.
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1 Why choose this syllabus? 

Key benefits 
The best motivation for a student is a real passion for the 
subject they’re learning. By offering students a variety of 
Cambridge International AS & A Levels, you can give them the 
greatest chance of finding the path of education they most 
want to follow. With over 50 subjects to choose from, students 
can select the ones they love and that they’re best at, which 
helps motivate them throughout their studies.

Following a Cambridge International AS & A Level programme 
helps students develop abilities which universities value highly, 
including:

 • a deep understanding of their subjects

 • higher order thinking skills – analysis, critical thinking,  
problem solving 

 • presenting ordered and coherent arguments

 • independent learning and research.

Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature helps candidates continue to 
develop a set of transferable skills for understanding and communicating in Chinese. It provides candidates 
with opportunities to use Chinese with ever increasing levels of sophistication in both everyday situations 
and contexts requiring the ability to understand topics that are more abstract. Learners build on the essential 
linguistic skills and cultural insights acquired in previous study in order to prepare for progression to further 
studies or employment.

Our approach in Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature encourages learners to be:

confident, understanding, critically evaluating and responding to a wide range of complex texts, arguments 
and ideas

responsible, developing and consolidating the skills required for understanding and communicating effectively 
for different purposes and in a wide range of cultural contexts

reflective, developing self-awareness and learner independence through critically evaluating their own work, 
and building abilities to understand and express complex and abstract concepts in different cultural contexts

innovative, developing linguistic flexibility through dealing with a wide range of texts and building on the 
learning acquired to express ideas clearly and effectively

engaged, being inspired by their studies in the language, to explore in depth and discover the variety of 
language and ideas around them and enrich their knowledge and understanding of the cultures.

School feedback: ‘Cambridge students develop a deep understanding of subjects and 
independent thinking skills.’

Feedback from: Principal, Rockledge High School, USA

Cambridge
learner



Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868 syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026. Why choose this syllabus? 

5www.cambridgeinternational.org/alevelBack to contents page

Key concepts
Key concepts are essential ideas that help students develop a deep understanding of their subject and make 
links between different aspects. Key concepts may open up new ways of thinking about, understanding or 
interpreting the important things to be learned.  

Good teaching and learning will incorporate and reinforce a subject’s key concepts to help students gain:

 • a greater depth as well as breadth of subject knowledge

 • confidence, especially in applying knowledge and skills in new situations  

 • the vocabulary to discuss their subject conceptually and show how different aspects link together

 • a level of mastery of their subject to help them enter higher education.

The key concepts identified below, carefully introduced and developed, will help to underpin the course you will 
teach. You may identify additional key concepts which will also enrich teaching and learning. 

The key concepts for Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature are:

 • Communication 
Understanding written and spoken language and being able to speak and write in a way that others can 
understand is central to language learning.  Learners consolidate methods of deciphering meaning to 
access language in a range of formal and informal contexts, including literature. They consolidate strategies 
for expressing themselves in a variety of contexts and styles. 

 • Language use 
Understanding of how a language works improves communication in the language and is intellectually 
stimulating. Language learners explore and analyse how vocabulary can be used in a range of contexts 
including literature, and how a command of grammar can enhance communication of meaning. 

 • Cultural awareness 
Language learning improves intercultural understanding. Learners gain an insight into the different cultures, 
customs and practices of everyday life in other countries through the study of authentic materials. In 
their study of literature, language learners deepen their awareness of how cultural differences shape the 
language and the way authors convey meaning. 
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International recognition and acceptance
Our expertise in curriculum, teaching and learning, and assessment is the basis for the recognition of 
our programmes and qualifications around the world. Every year thousands of students with Cambridge 
International AS & A Levels gain places at leading universities worldwide. Our programmes and qualifications 
are valued by top universities around the world including those in the UK, US (including Ivy League universities), 
Europe, Australia, Canada and New Zealand.

UK NARIC, the national agency in the UK for the recognition and comparison of international qualifications and 
skills, has carried out an independent benchmarking study of Cambridge International AS & A Level and found 
it to be comparable to the standard of AS & A Level in the UK. This means students can be confident that their 
Cambridge International AS & A Level qualifications are accepted as equivalent, grade for grade, to UK AS & A 
Levels by leading universities worldwide.

Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature has been designed to help candidates 
develop language proficiency to level B2 (Independent User) and C1 (Proficient User) of the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

Assessment objectives, subject content, mark schemes and task types have been designed with reference to 
the CEFR to ensure that candidates have opportunities to demonstrate proficiency at the intended levels.

Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature provides a foundation for the study of Chinese 
or related courses in higher education. Equally it is suitable as part of a course of general education.

We recommend learners check the Cambridge recognition database and university websites to find the most  
up-to-date entry requirements for courses they wish to study. 

Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

School feedback: ‘The depth of knowledge displayed by the best A Level students makes 
them prime targets for America’s Ivy League universities.’

Feedback from: Yale University, USA
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Supporting teachers
We provide a wide range of resources, detailed guidance and innovative training and professional development 
so that you can give your students the best possible preparation for Cambridge International AS & A Level. To 
find out which resources are available for each syllabus go to www.cambridgeinternational.org/support 

The School Support Hub is our secure online site for Cambridge teachers where you can find the resources 
you need to deliver our programmes. You can also keep up to date with your subject and the global Cambridge 
community through our online discussion forums.  

Find out more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Support for Cambridge International AS & A Level

Planning and 
preparation

 • Next steps guides.

 • Schemes of work.

 • Specimen papers.

 • Syllabuses.

 • Teacher guides.

Teaching and 
assessment

 • Endorsed resources.

 • Online forums.

 • Support for 
coursework and 
speaking tests.

Learning and revision

 • Example candidate 
responses.

 • Past papers and 
mark schemes.

 • Specimen paper 
answers.

Results

 • Candidate Results 
Service.

 • Principal examiner 
reports for teachers.

 • Results Analysis.

Sign up for email notifications about changes to syllabuses, including new and revised products and services at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/syllabusupdates

Professional development
We support teachers through:

 • Introductory Training – face-to-face or online

 • Extension Training – face-to-face or online

 • Enrichment Professional Development – face-to-face or online

Find out more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/events

 • Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications

Find out more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/profdev

Supporting exams officers

We provide comprehensive support and guidance for all Cambridge exams officers.  
Find out more at: www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide
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2 Syllabus overview 

Aims
The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus.

The aims are to:

 • develop the language proficiency required to communicate effectively in Chinese at B2 and C1 
(Independent/Proficient User) level

 • explore, appreciate and engage with the culture, society and literature of countries and communities where 
Chinese is spoken

 • provide enjoyment, intellectual stimulation and curiosity to learn more

 • develop intercultural awareness, encouraging a positive, open and empathetic approach to other languages 
and cultures

 • continue developing the skills, language and attitudes required for higher education, work and leisure

 • develop an awareness of the student’s own personal learning style and the opportunities for learning 
independently

 • further develop transferrable skills (e.g. communication and organisational skills, autonomy, 
resourcefulness, cognitive and cultural flexibility) to complement other areas of the curriculum, prepare for 
higher level studies and gain valuable life skills.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is an education organisation and politically  
neutral. The contents of this syllabus, examination papers and associated materials do not endorse any 
political view. We endeavour to treat all aspects of the exam process neutrally.
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Content overview
The subject content is organised into six topic areas at A Level. These provide contexts for the acquisition 
of vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. The study of these topic areas enables students to 
progress from the knowledge and skills developed at IGCSE or at AS Level. The topic areas listed below are 
described in more detail in section 3. 

 • Culture

 • Health and well-being

 • Education and future plans

 • Community and society

 • Our responsibility for the planet

 • Science and technology

A course based on this syllabus should provide students with meaningful opportunities to enhance language 
skills. Through engagement with a variety of texts and application of a wide range of vocabulary and structures, 
students will develop the confidence to communicate effectively with other users of Chinese. 

It is expected that as a part of any language course, candidates will be given ample opportunity to develop and 
practise their communication in speech as well as written work. 

At A Level, students will be expected to read authentic texts on familiar topics regularly encountered in 
work, school and leisure as well as some more abstract topics. Students will be required to demonstrate an 
understanding of ideas, emotions, opinions and attitudes, as well as distinguish between fact and opinion. 
Students will develop skills in selecting and extracting relevant details and deducing the meaning of unknown 
words from context. 

Students should have opportunities to develop their written skills and demonstrate their ability to use a wide 
range of structures and vocabulary accurately to communicate effectively. They should write about topics which 
are both familiar and more abstract, explain viewpoints on topical issues and give reasons and explanations for 
opinions. Students should be encouraged to develop a style of writing which can be used in creative writing 
tasks. 

The A Level course includes a range of inspiring literature which has been carefully selected to offer a breadth 
and depth of literary study and to encourage lively and stimulating classroom discussion. 

Throughout the study of literature, learners will be encouraged to develop skills in analysis and interpretation of 
texts and to give a personal response. Learners will explore the conventions of genres of texts and the contexts 
in which works have been written, read and received. 

 

School feedback: ‘Cambridge International AS & A Levels prepare students well for university 
because they’ve learnt to go into a subject in considerable depth. There’s that ability to really 
understand the depth and richness and the detail of a subject. It’s a wonderful preparation for 
what they are going to face at university.’

Feedback from: US Higher Education Advisory Council
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Assessment overview
Candidates take all components in the same exam series.

Candidates will be eligible for grades A*–E.

All A Level candidates take:

Paper 1

Reading 1 hour 30 minutes

40 marks c.33%

Candidates read a number of texts and answer 
multiple-choice and matching questions. 

Externally assessed

And:

Paper 2

Writing  2 hours

40 marks c.33%

Candidates complete two writing tasks: 
one argumentative/discursive task and one 
narrative or descriptive writing task. 

Externally assessed

And:

Paper 3

Literature 2 hours

40 marks c.33%

Candidates answer two questions, one question 
from each section:  
Section A passage-based questions 
Section B essay questions. 

Externally assessed

Information on availability is in the Before you start section. 

Candidates cannot carry forward results from Cambridge International AS Level Chinese Language (8238).  
For more information see the Making entries section.
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Assessment objectives
The assessment objectives (AOs) are:

AO1 Reading
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

R1: Understand detailed information from a range of texts when expressed in standard or idiomatic language.

R2: Identify emotions, opinions and attitudes which are stated or implied in texts.

R3: Understand ideas, arguments and conclusions in discursive texts.

R4: Demonstrate a good understanding of a wide range of vocabulary and language structures used in texts 
on general topics. 

AO2 Writing
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

W1: Communicate information, opinions, arguments and creative ideas clearly and effectively, with  
support/justification.

W2: Organise ideas into coherent text by using a range of cohesive devices and paragraphing where 
appropriate.

W3: Use text conventions and register appropriate to the given purpose and audience.  

W4: Use a wide range of vocabulary and grammar effectively.

W5: Use vocabulary and grammar accurately.

AO3 Literature
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

L1: Present a relevant, structured and supported response.

L2: Demonstrate understanding of literary texts in a variety of genres, with an appreciation of relevant contexts 
and cultures.

L3: Analyse ways in which writers create meaning and effects to engage the reader.

L4: Produce personal opinions and interpretations of literary texts.
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Weighting for assessment objectives
The approximate weightings allocated to each of the assessment objectives (AOs) are summarised below.

Assessment objectives as a percentage of each qualification

Assessment objective Weighting in A Level %

AO1 Reading c.33

AO2 Writing c.33

AO3 Literature c.33

Total 100

Assessment objectives as a percentage of each component

Assessment objective Weighting in components %

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

AO1 Reading 100 0 0

AO2 Writing 0 100 0

AO3 Literature 0 0 100

Total 100 100 100
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3 Subject content 

This syllabus gives you the flexibility to design a course that will interest, challenge and engage your learners. 
Where appropriate you are responsible for selecting topics and subject contexts, resources and examples 
to support your learners’ study. These should be appropriate for the learners’ age, cultural background and 
learning context as well as complying with your school policies and local legal requirements.

This section outlines the skills and topics required at A Level. 

Skills
The skills covered in the syllabus are outlined below. Students will be expected to demonstrate ability in these 
skills, which should be developed using the topic areas outlined in this section. 

Reading
A Level Chinese Language & Literature is designed to help candidates develop language proficiency to level B2 
and C1 of the CEFR. As such, the length and level of sophistication of the texts used in the Reading paper will 
reflect the increased level of demand compared to syllabuses at IGCSE or AS Level.

Skills demonstrated at B2 level Skills demonstrated at C1 level

 • Understand factual information and abstract 
ideas in texts on general topics. 

 • Identify and select relevant information and 
details in one or more longer texts.

 • Identify emotions, opinions and attitudes which 
are stated or strongly implied in texts.

 • Understand ideas, arguments and conclusions 
in discursive texts and distinguish between fact 
and opinion.

 • Understand a variety of texts using formal and 
informal language. 

 • Deduce the meaning of unknown words from 
the context in texts on a range of topics. 

 • Demonstrate a good understanding of a wide 
range of vocabulary on general topics. 

 • Demonstrate a good understanding of a 
range of language structures, including some 
complex sentence forms.

 • Understand in detail lengthy, complex texts and 
abstract ideas in texts on general and more 
specific topics.

 • Identify and select relevant information and 
details in longer texts in a variety of text types.

 • Identify finer points of detail including attitudes 
and stated or implied opinions.

 • Understand ideas, arguments and conclusions 
in discursive texts and distinguish between fact 
and opinion.

 • Understand a wide variety of longer texts 
written in different styles and for a wide range 
of purposes.

 • Deduce the meaning of unknown words and 
expressions from the context in texts on a wide 
range of topics.

 • Demonstrate a strong understanding of a wide 
range of vocabulary on general and more 
specific topics.

 • Demonstrate a strong understanding of a wide 
range of complex language structures.
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Writing

Skills demonstrated at B2 level Skills demonstrated at C1 level

 • Communicate factual information, ideas, 
opinions and arguments on general topics.

 • Develop an argument, expanding the main 
points with relevant supporting detail and 
examples.

 • Develop detailed descriptions and narrations of 
real or imaginary events and experiences. 

 • Select and organise ideas into coherent 
paragraphs and longer texts, using a range of 
cohesive devices. 

 • Use appropriate register and style, following 
conventions of the genre, for the purpose of the 
text.

 • Use a wide range of vocabulary related to 
general topics, with a good level of accuracy. 

 • Use a wide range of grammatical structures, 
including some more complex structures, with 
a good level of accuracy.

 • Produce texts that show good control of 
spelling and punctuation.

 • Communicate factual information, ideas, 
opinions and arguments on complex topics.

 • Develop an argument, emphasising important 
issues, evaluating, expanding and supporting 
viewpoints with reasons and relevant examples.

 • Develop detailed descriptions and narrations of 
real or imaginary events and experiences in an 
assured, personal, natural style. 

 • Organise ideas clearly into coherent and linked 
paragraphs using a wide range of cohesive 
devices to create a fluent argument, description 
and narration.

 • Use appropriate register and style, following 
conventions of the genre, for the purpose of the 
text.

 • Use a wide range of vocabulary, including 
idiom, related to both general and more specific 
topics, with a high level of accuracy.

 • Use a wide range of grammatical structures, 
including complex structures, with a high level 
of accuracy.

 • Produce texts with a high level of accuracy of 
spelling and punctuation.

Literature

Skills demonstrated at B2 level Skills demonstrated at C1 level

 • Read a range of literary texts with a large 
degree of independence. 

 • Write about themes, characters, ideas 
and details from the texts, recognising the 
conventions of the genre.

 • Develop an argument, expanding the main 
points with relevant supporting detail and 
examples from the text. 

 • Give a personal response to the text explaining 
what they appreciate and why.  

 • Select and organise ideas into coherent 
paragraphs and longer texts. 

 • Show understanding of the choice of language 
and describe elements of the text which evoke 
a response from the reader.

 • Read a range of literary texts with little difficulty 
and with appreciation of implicit meanings and 
ideas.

 • Critically evaluate themes, characters, ideas 
and details from the texts, appreciating the 
conventions of the genre.

 • Develop an argument, emphasising important 
ideas/themes, evaluating and supporting 
viewpoints with justifications and detailed 
examples from the texts.

 • Give a clear personal response to the text, 
providing interpretation of the themes/characters 
and explaining their reaction to the text.

 • Select and organise ideas clearly into 
coherent paragraphs using appropriate literary 
terminology.

 • Analyse the choice of language and evaluate 
how the language is used to engage the reader.
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A Level topics 
Candidates will be required to show knowledge and understanding of the broad topic areas listed below. These 
provide contexts for the acquisition of vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. They also provide 
contexts for candidates to engage with and produce written texts. Through the study of these broad themes, 
candidates gain insight into the cultures of the countries and communities around the world where Chinese is 
spoken. 

The topic areas are the same as Cambridge International AS Level Chinese Language (8238) to allow for co-
teaching where appropriate. However, it is anticipated that teachers will use materials which are appropriate to 
the group they are teaching. This syllabus is designed to help candidates develop language proficiency to level 
B2 and C1 of the CEFR, so the assessment material based on these topics will be more sophisticated than in 
Cambridge International AS Level Chinese Language (8238).

The sub-topics listed are provided along with examples of what teachers may choose to focus on. The 
examples are not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive and are for illustrative purposes only. 

Topic areas Sub-topics and examples

1 Culture Entertainment 

For example:

 • types of popular entertainment: cinema, TV/streaming, gaming, internet

 • the role of entertainment in our lives

 • celebrity culture: role models, idols, responsibilities

Identity and culture

For example:

 • expressing identity through style and appearance, language, association with 
particular groups, fashion

 • preserving/respecting cultural heritage, sites/monuments, festivals, traditions

The arts

For example:

 • theatre, music, visual arts, dance, literature, film

 • access to the arts, funding (commercial/governmental), awards/prizes, 
representation/diversity
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Topic areas Sub-topics and examples

2  Health and  
well-being

Health and fitness

For example:

 • the role of sport in society, fair play, individual versus team sports, national 
sports events

 • physical health, the importance of exercise/diet

 • mental health and happiness, sleep, mental health awareness, self-esteem

 • healthcare provision

Nutrition

For example:

 • different types of diet/eating habits

 • environmental impact of food production, organic foods, food waste and 
shortage

 • ethics of food production, fair trade, food labelling, government intervention

Managing well-being

For example:

 • work–life balance

 • importance of leisure activities

 • relaxation

3  Education and 
future plans

Life at school 

For example:

 • different education systems

 • student issues: discipline, workload, time management, organisation of the 
school day/year

 • school as preparation for future life

Further / higher education

For example:

 • access and barriers to further/higher education

 • costs versus benefits of further/higher education

 • alternatives to further/higher education: vocational education, 
apprenticeships, gap years

Career / work choices

For example:

 • different career options

 • the world of work, different workplaces and working practices, employment 
and unemployment

 • money versus job satisfaction, volunteering, working for charities
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Topic areas Sub-topics and examples

4  Community and 
society

Equality and diversity 

For example:

 • inclusivity, diversity, gender equality, social mobility

 • prejudices within society: ageism, racism, classism

 • immigration, refugees, integration

Lifestyle

For example:

 • friends, family and relationships, generation gap, changing patterns of family 
life

 • quality of life: where we live, differences between urban/rural/coastal life, 
changing patterns in where people live, overcrowding and its consequences, 
social isolation

 • lifestyle choices: relationships, diet, fashion, self-expression, values, goals

Society

For example:

 • social organisation, law and order, local and national governance, 
communities

 • national and global citizenship

 • rights and responsibilities of individuals, governments

5  Our responsibility 
for the planet

The environment

For example:

 • global warming, climate change and pollution, possible solutions, 
governmental intervention, impact on the economy

 • preserving biodiversity/ecosystems, treatment of animals

 • impact of growing population

Sustainable living

For example:

 • use of natural resources and recycling, waste disposal, consumerism/over-
consumption

 • sources and use of energy: fossil fuels, renewable energy, energy and 
geopolitics, impact of energy production on local environment and landscape

 • reducing environmental impact, individual choices in housing, food, travel

Protecting our world 

For example:

 • travel and tourism: sustainable tourism, benefits of travel

 • global cooperation versus national agendas

 • the role of individuals versus the role of industry/governments, environmental 
movements
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Topic areas Sub-topics and examples

6  Science and 
technology

Scientific and technological innovation

For example:

 • medical advances, ethics of research

 • smart technology, privacy and security

 • artificial intelligence

Social media 

For example:

 • digital media, benefits and dangers

 • communication technology

 • online communities

Technology 

For example:

 • access to technology

 • technology in education

 • technology in the workplace
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4 Details of the assessment 

Candidates take three compulsory components. All questions requiring written responses are to be answered 
in Chinese. All assessment materials are available in simplified Chinese characters only.

Dictionaries are not allowed in the examination. 

Paper 1 – Reading
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes, 40 marks

Externally assessed.

This paper consists of 40 multiple-choice and matching questions. Candidates answer all questions by 
selecting the correct option on a multiple-choice answer sheet.

The questions test comprehension of a range of text types (e.g. articles, blogs, reports). 

Description of questions

Questions 1–6

Assessment objectives R1, R2

Task Candidates read a text and answer six multiple-choice questions with four 
options.

Text types e.g. newspaper/magazine articles, blogs, brochures, reports, stories, 
correspondence, reviews

Total marks 6 marks

Questions 7–12

Assessment objectives R1, R2, R3

Task Candidates read a text with six missing sentences; they choose the correct 
sentence from a choice of eight options to fill each gap.

Text types e.g. newspaper/magazine articles, blogs, brochures, reports, stories, 
correspondence, reviews

Total marks 6 marks

Questions 13–20

Assessment objectives R1, R2, R3

Task Candidates read four thematically linked texts and identify which statement 
relates to which of the four texts.

Text types e.g. newspaper/magazine articles, blogs, brochures, reports, stories, 
correspondence, reviews

Total marks 8 marks
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Description of questions (continued)

Questions 21–32

Assessment objectives R1, R4

Task Candidates read a text with 12 gaps and choose the correct option to complete 
each gap. There are four options for each gap. 

Text types e.g. newspaper/magazine articles, blogs, brochures, reports, stories, 
correspondence, reviews

Total marks 12 marks

Questions 33–40

Assessment objectives R1, R2, R3

Task Candidates read a text and answer eight multiple-choice questions with four 
options. 

Text types e.g. newspaper/magazine articles, blogs, brochures, reports, stories, 
correspondence, reviews

Total marks 8 marks
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Paper 2 – Writing
Written paper, 2 hours, 40 marks

Externally assessed.

This paper consists of two writing tasks. Candidates answer Question 1 in Section A and either Question 2 or 
Question 3 in Section B.

Candidates will be awarded marks in three categories for each response:

 • Content (8 marks)

 • Linguistic range and organisation (6 marks)

 • Language accuracy (6 marks).

Description of questions

Section A: Question 1

Assessment objectives W1, W2, W3, W4, W5

Task An argumentative/discursive essay (350–500 characters).

Question 1 may be phrased as an argumentative or a discursive question. 

Argumentative:

An argumentative piece of writing attempts to clearly present a strong position 
on a particular topic. Its purpose is to both educate and persuade the reader on 
a particular point of view. 

Discursive:

A discursive piece of writing presents a balanced examination of a subject. The 
response should present both sides of the discussion.

Total marks 20 marks

Section B: Question 2 or Question 3

Assessment objectives W1, W2, W3, W4, W5

Task Either a descriptive or a narrative essay (350–500 characters).

Candidates write one from a choice of two creative tasks.

Question 2 – Descriptive:

A descriptive piece of writing describes a person, place or situation, creating an 
image with words so that the reader can picture it in their mind.

Question 3 – Narrative:

A narrative piece of writing tells a story containing a sequence of connected 
events which may be real or imaginary.

Total marks 20 marks



Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868 syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026. Details of the assessment 

22www.cambridgeinternational.org/alevelBack to contents page

Paper 3 – Literature
Written paper, 2 hours, 40 marks

Externally assessed.

Candidates answer two questions, one from Section A and one from Section B. 

Candidates are allowed to take set texts into the examination room but they must not contain any notes, 
highlighting or underlining. Candidates must not refer to editors’ notes/explanatory notes; they must use an 
elastic band or clip to separate these sections from the main text where possible.

Description of questions

Section A

Assessment objectives L1, L2, L3, L4

Task For each text in this section there will be an extended passage taken from 
the text followed by a single question. This will not be a context passage (the 
location of the passage is given) but a stimulus to allow candidates to bring a 
focus to their answer. Candidates are asked to comment on particular aspects 
of the passage and/or to indicate how the passage reflects the book as a whole.

The recommended response length is approximately 500–600 characters.

Total marks 20 marks

Section B

Assessment objectives L1, L2, L3, L4

Task For each text there is a choice of two questions focusing on issues central to 
the text. Candidates are expected to display detailed knowledge of the text and 
to show awareness of how the author conveys the message of the work.

The recommended response length is approximately 500–600 characters.

Total marks 20 marks
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Set texts 
Set texts regularly rotate on the syllabus and may change from one year of examination to the next. Before you 
begin teaching, check the set text list for the year in which your candidates will take their exam.

Students may use any edition of the set texts provided it is not an abridged or simplified version.

Set texts for examination in 2024

Section A

 • 《顾城诗选》顾城

  The following poems are to be studied: 

	 《远和近》/《一代人》/《感觉》/《弧线》/《案件》/《生命幻想曲》/《摄》/《我是一座小城》/《自信》/ 
《我们去寻找一盏灯》/《简历》/《不是再见》/《回家》/《我是一个任性的孩子》

 • 《龙须沟》老舍

 • 《台北人》白先勇

 The following stories are to be studied:

	 《永远的尹雪艳》/《冬夜》/《游园惊梦》

Section B

 • 《我城》西西

 • 《没有纽扣的红衬衫》铁凝

 • 《围城》钱钟书



Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868 syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026. Details of the assessment 

24www.cambridgeinternational.org/alevelBack to contents page

Set texts for examination in 2025

Section A

 • 《顾城诗选》顾城

  The following poems are to be studied: 

	 《远和近》/《一代人》/《感觉》/《弧线》/《案件》/《生命幻想曲》/《摄》/《我是一座小城》/《自信》/ 
《我们去寻找一盏灯》/《简历》/《不是再见》/《回家》/《我是一个任性的孩子》

 • 《龙须沟》老舍

 • 《台北人》白先勇

 The following stories are to be studied:

	 《永远的尹雪艳》/《冬夜》/《游园惊梦》

Section B

 • 《我城》西西

 • 《没有纽扣的红衬衫》铁凝

 • 《围城》钱钟书
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Set texts for examination in 2026

Section A

 • 《余光中诗选》余光中

  The following poems are to be studied: 

	 《乡愁》/《白玉苦瓜》/《等你，在雨中》/《三月，遂想起》/《夸父》/《寻李白》/《莲的联想》《民歌》/ 
《风铃》/《月光光》/《西螺大桥》/《长城谣》/《我之固体化》/《中元夜》/《当我死时》

 • 《龙须沟》老舍

 • 《丁玲全集》丁玲

 The following stories are to be studied:

	 《莎菲女士的日记》/《水》/《在医院中》

Section B

 • 《我城》西西

 • 《没有纽扣的红衬衫》铁凝

 • 《围城》钱钟书
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Command words
Command words and their meanings help candidates know what is expected from them in the exam. The 
table below includes command words which may be used in the assessment for this syllabus. The use of the 
command word will relate to the subject context. 

This is a generic list for Cambridge International A Level Languages. Due to differences in formation, structure 
and usage between languages, some of these command words might not appear in the assessment for this 
particular language.

Command word What it means

Analyse

分析分析

examine in detail to show meaning, identify elements and the relationship between 
them

Comment

评论评论

give an informed opinion

Compare

比较比较

identify/comment on similarities and/or differences

Consider

考虑考虑

review and respond to given information

Describe

描写/描述描写/描述

state the points of a topic / give characteristics and main features

Discuss

讨论讨论

write about issue(s) or topic(s) in depth in a structured way

Evaluate

评价评价

judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount or value of something

Examine

检查检查

investigate closely, in detail

Explain

解释解释

set out purposes or reasons / make the relationships between things clear / say why 
and/or how and support with relevant evidence

Give

给出/提供给出/提供

produce an answer from a given source or recall/memory

Identify

指出/识别指出/识别

name/select/recognise

Justify

证明证明

support a case with evidence/argument

State

表明/指明/陈述表明/指明/陈述

express in clear terms

Suggest

建议建议

apply knowledge and understanding to situations where there are a range of valid 
responses in order to make proposals / put forward considerations

In addition, phrases such as 你同意吗? or 你认为呢? may also be seen in the assessment for this syllabus.
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List of grammar and structures
The list below is not exhaustive. Examples are given to indicate what could be covered. 

Example

Nouns common nouns

proper nouns

collective nouns

directional nouns

time nouns

科学家，朋友，火车

亚洲，北京，孔子

人口，兄弟姐妹，花草，祖父母

东北，右边，中间，西部

将来，秋天，过去，未来，周末，星期，年，月，日/号，点，
下午，上旬，年代，世纪

plural

possession

noun phrases with 的

(同学）们，个个，人人

弟弟弟弟的椅子

朋友种的树，姐姐做的烤鸭，卖鱼的人/卖鱼的

noun used as modifier 
without 的

英国英国（地图），咖啡咖啡（杯），服装服装（店）

noun used as modifier  
with 的

红色红色的（花），老师老师的（建议）

Adjectives common adjectives 红，蓝，长，短，漂亮,大部分，许多

reduplication 高高的（个子），甜甜的，稳稳当当

adjectives used in the 
affirmative and negative 
sentence

好不好，冷不冷，干净不干净/干不干净

Verbs common verbs 吃（苹果），钓（鱼），学（汉语）,走，醒，停

auxiliary verbs

verb complements

会，能，应该，可以，愿意，敢

(学）会，（吃）完，（看得）到,（坐不）下，(去）一次， 
(学）三年，（找了）一个小时，（读）两遍，（写得）流 
利，（玩儿得）不开心，（跑得）快

reduplication of verbs for a 
brief act

试试，想想，说说，考虑考虑，打听打听

verb with 一(下) for a brief 
act

看一看，想一想，看一下，说一下

verb used in the affirmative 
and negative sentence

能不能，来不来，写没写完，有没有, 看没看到，买不买，
买没买
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Example

Verb aspect 
markers

finished actions

past experience
(参加）了，没（去）

(见）过，没（去）过

something going to happen 
imminently

快要……了	/	快……了	/	要……了	

future action/intention 要，会，打算，将要

progressive action 正在……，正……，在……,……着，……呢

questioning/suggestion (吃）吗，（走）吧

Adverbs negation 不，没，没有，别，非，莫，勿，未

mood/tone 就，才，可，却，倒，到底，究竟，简直，而，明明

time 马上，刚，已经，先，经常，再三，偶尔，曾经，忽然，不
断，眼看，即将

degree 很，特别，非常，几乎，更，太，多么，真，尤其，相当，十
分，比较，有点儿, 挺，格外

scope 都，全，仅，一共，只，多半，到处/处处

repetition 也，又，再，还

estimation 好像，也许，大概，或者，差不多

Pronouns personal pronoun 我们，您，它，大家，别人，自己，咱们

demonstrative pronoun 这，那儿/那里，这样，每，其它/其他，别的，另，各

interrogative pronoun 谁，什么，哪，怎么样，几，多少

Prepositions time, location, direction 在，从，往，向，离，自，于，到，至，当，趁

target/object 对，给，让，比，同，跟，替，对于，关于，除了

manner/mode 过，经过，根据，按照，靠，凭

cause/reason, aim 因为，因，为，为了，由于

Particles structural particles 

的，地，得
的	-	干净的房间，大大的眼睛，说的话

地	-	安静地看书，很快地走过去，有计划地进行

得	-	听得见，写得好，胖得可爱，清楚得很

aspectual particles

了，着，过
了	-	昨天我去了图书馆。(completion of an action)

			-	外面下雨了。(change of situation)

			-		人老了，记忆力就不好了。天快黑了。(a situation 
that has already occurred or is about to occur)

着	-	墙上挂着一幅画。(a state continues)

			-	他正写着作业。(an action continues)

过	-	我们一起去过上海。(past experience)
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Example

Conjunctions parallel 和，跟，同，与，及，并，以及，又……又, 
一边……一边，不是……而是，或……或

cause and effect 因为……所以,由于，因此，以便

aim 以免，以便

selective/alternative 或，或者，还是，不管……还是，无论……还是，要么，
与其，宁可

progressive 不仅，不但，而且，并且，何况，况且

hypothetical   假如，如果，要是，万一，即使，除非

transitional 虽然……但是，可是，然而，而，还是，不然，

否则，然后

conditional 只要……就，只有……才，既然……就，

尽管……还是，无论/不论……都/也/还

listing of examples 例如，比如，譬如

Number cardinals 零，半，一，十，百，千，万，

ordinals 第一，第八

proximity 三四岁，八九天，二十左右，大约三十，十有八九，六十多

fractions 三分之一，十分之一，四成

percentage 百分之……

multiple 两倍，三番

Quantifiers/ 
measure 
words

noun quantifier 

verb quantifier

一本本书，一杯杯水，两张张纸，三场场演出，一些些人，两支支笔 

看一遍遍，听两次次，跑三趟趟，看四场场,	打一下下，说一会儿一会儿

Interjection/ 
exclamation

啊，哎，唉，喂，哼，哎呀，嘿嘿，哈哈



Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868 syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026. Details of the assessment 

30www.cambridgeinternational.org/alevelBack to contents page

Example

Sentences the 把把 sentence 我把牛肉吃了。

爸爸把衣服洗了。

将将 can be used instead of	把.

the 被被 sentence 书被明明拿走了。

他被老师批评了。

让让 and 叫叫 can be used instead of	被.	

existential sentence 桌子上有有一本书。 桌子上放着放着一些书。

墙上挂着挂着一张地图。

鸟在在笼子里。

comparative sentence 我比比你（更更）高。	他比比你高得多。

我比比你爱他。	他比比你跑得快。

我跟跟你一样一样喜欢上网。

昨天不如不如/没有没有今天冷。

他跑得最最快。

emphatic sentence 我是是在学校认识他的的。

就是就是/正是正是因为下雨，我才没打成比赛。

inclusive/exclusive structure 他什么都什么都（不）想吃。 谁都/也谁都/也不想去。

他哪儿都哪儿都（不）去。 他哪儿也哪儿也不去。

他什么时候都什么时候都(不)可以打球。 他什么时候都/也什么时候都/也不想去。

stand-alone element in a 
sentence

同时，当时，首先，听说, 据报道，据调查，从另一个方面
看，毫无疑问，众所周知，总而言之，与此同时
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5 What else you need to know 

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the 
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support. Find more 
information about our administrative processes at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Before you start
Previous study
We recommend that learners starting this course should have completed a course in Chinese equivalent to 
Cambridge IGCSE or Cambridge O Level. We anticipate that candidates starting this course are working at a 
level equivalent to at least B1 level of the CEFR.

Guided learning hours
We design Cambridge International A Level syllabuses based on learners having about 360 guided learning 
hours for a Cambridge International A Level. The number of hours a learner needs to achieve the qualification 
may vary according to local practice and their previous experience of the subject.

Availability and timetables 
All Cambridge schools are allocated to one of six administrative zones. Each zone has a specific timetable. 

This syllabus is not available in all administrative zones. To find out about availability check the syllabus page at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/9868

You can view the timetable for your administrative zone at www.cambridgeinternational.org/timetables

You can enter candidates in the June and November exam series. 

Check you are using the syllabus for the year the candidate is taking the exam.

Private candidates can enter for this syllabus. For more information, please refer to the Cambridge Guide to 
Making Entries.

Combining with other syllabuses
Candidates can take this syllabus alongside other Cambridge International syllabuses in a single exam series. 
The only exceptions are:

 • syllabuses with the same title at the same level.

Group awards: Cambridge AICE 
Cambridge AICE (Advanced International Certificate of Education) is a group award for Cambridge International  
AS & A Level. It allows schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum by recognising the achievements of 
learners who pass exams in a range of different subjects. 

Learn more about Cambridge AICE at www.cambridgeinternational.org/aice



Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868 syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026. What else you need to know 

32www.cambridgeinternational.org/alevelBack to contents page

Making entries
Exams officers are responsible for submitting entries to Cambridge International. We encourage them to work 
closely with you to make sure they enter the right number of candidates for the right combination of syllabus 
components. Entry option codes and instructions for submitting entries are in the Cambridge Guide to Making 
Entries. Your exams officer has a copy of this guide.

Exam administration
To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as 
administrative zones. We allocate all Cambridge schools to one administrative zone determined by their 
location. Each zone has a specific timetable. Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment 
options. An entry option code is used to identify the components the candidate will take relevant to the 
administrative zone and the available assessment options.

Support for exams officers
We know how important exams officers are to the successful running of exams. We provide them with the 
support they need to make your entries on time. Your exams officer will find this support, and guidance for all 
other phases of the Cambridge Exams Cycle, at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Retakes and carry forward
Candidates can retake Cambridge International A Level as many times as they want to. Information on retake 
entries is at www.cambridgeinternational.org/entries. To confirm what entry options are available for this 
syllabus, refer to the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries for the relevant series.

Please note: the new Cambridge International AS Level Chinese Language 8238 and Cambridge International  
A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868 are separate qualifications. Candidates cannot carry forward their 
Cambridge International AS Level Chinese Language 8238 results to the new Cambridge International  
A Level Chinese Language & Literature 9868.

Language
This syllabus is available in English only. The assessment materials are available in Chinese.
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Accessibility and equality
Syllabus and assessment design 
Cambridge International works to avoid direct or indirect discrimination in our syllabuses and assessment 
materials. We aim to maximise inclusivity for candidates of all national, cultural or social backgrounds and with 
other protected characteristics. In addition, the language and layout used are designed to make our materials 
as accessible as possible. This gives all learners the opportunity, as fairly as possible, to demonstrate their 
knowledge, skills and understanding and helps to minimise the requirement to make reasonable adjustments 
during the assessment process.

Access arrangements 
Access arrangements (including modified papers) are the principal way in which Cambridge International 
complies with our duty, as guided by the UK Equality Act (2010), to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for 
candidates with special educational needs (SEN), disability, illness or injury. Where a candidate would otherwise 
be at a substantial disadvantage in comparison to a candidate with no SEN, disability, illness or injury, we 
may be able to agree pre-examination access arrangements. These arrangements help a candidate by 
minimising accessibility barriers and maximising their opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, skills and 
understanding in an assessment. 

Important: 

 • Requested access arrangements should be based on evidence of the candidate’s barrier to assessment 
and should also reflect their normal way of working at school; this is in line with the Cambridge Handbook 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide 

 • For Cambridge International to approve an access arrangement, we will need to agree that it constitutes 
a reasonable adjustment, involves reasonable cost and timeframe and does not affect the security and 
integrity of the assessment. 

 • Availability of access arrangements should be checked by centres at the start of the course. Details of our 
standard access arrangements and modified question papers are available in the Cambridge Handbook 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide 

 • Please contact us at the start of the course to find out if we are able to approve an arrangement that is not 
included in the list of standard access arrangements. 

 • Candidates who cannot access parts of the assessment may be able to receive an award based on the 
parts they have completed. 

Some access arrangements are not allowed in this syllabus because they affect the assessment objectives:

 • candidates are not allowed to use voice-activated software to dictate their written work

 • candidates are not allowed to use word/character processing technology which uses word prediction and/
or phrase prompting  

 • candidates are not allowed to use human readers.

Please note that we are unable to provide Braille papers for this syllabus; we can only provide Braille papers for 
languages which use the Roman alphabet.
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After the exam
Grading and reporting
Grades A*, A, B, C, D or E indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge International A Level. A* is 
the highest and E is the lowest grade. 

‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the standard required for the lowest grade 
(E). ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate. 

In specific circumstances your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

 • Q (PENDING)

 • X (NO RESULT).
These letters do not appear on the certificate.

On the statement of results and certificates, Cambridge International A Level is shown as a General Certificate 
of Education, GCE Advanced Level (GCE A Level).

School feedback: ‘Cambridge International A Levels are the ‘gold standard’ qualification. They 
are based on rigorous, academic syllabuses that are accessible to students from a wide range 
of abilities yet have the capacity to stretch our most able.’

Feedback from: Director of Studies, Auckland Grammar School, New Zealand
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How students, teachers and higher education can use the grades
Cambridge International A Level
Assessment at Cambridge International A Level has two purposes:

 • to measure learning and achievement 
The assessment:

 – confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and skills specified 
in the syllabus, to the levels described in the grade descriptions.

 • to show likely future success 
The outcomes:

 – help predict which students are well prepared for a particular course or career and/or which students 
are more likely to be successful

 – help students choose the most suitable course or career.

Grade descriptions
Grade descriptions are provided to give an indication of the standards of achievement candidates awarded 
particular grades are likely to show. Weakness in one aspect of the examination may be balanced by a better 
performance in some other aspect.

Grade descriptions for Cambridge International A Level Chinese Language & Literature will be published after the  
first assessment of the A Level in 2024. Find more information at www.cambridgeinternational.org/alevel
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Changes to this syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026
The syllabus is new for first examination in 2024.  

You must read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching programme.

Changes to syllabus 
code

 • The new code for this syllabus is 9868. This syllabus replaces Cambridge 
International A Level Chinese (9715).

 • The last examination series for Cambridge International A Level Chinese 
(9715) is November 2023.

Changes to syllabus 
content

 • The list of topic areas has been revised. It is the same as the topic list for 
AS Level Chinese Language (8238).

 • We have provided some examples of what could be included in the topic 
areas, but these are not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive.

 • The sub-skills to be taught are identified and listed under the relevant skills 
in the subject content section.

 • We have introduced a list of grammar and structures. The list is intended 
as a guide for teachers to assist in the planning of lessons and schemes 
of work. It is not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive.

Changes to assessment 
(including changes to 
specimen papers)

 • The assessment objectives (AOs) have been revised.

 • The structure of the assessment is different from A Level Chinese 9715.

 • Paper 1 – Reading has been updated. The test will consist of five 
exercises including multiple-choice, matching and gap fill exercises.

 Candidates will respond on a separate answer sheet.

 • Paper 2 – Writing has been updated. Candidates respond to two writing 
tasks. 

 • Paper 3 – Literature has been updated. Candidates respond to two  
set texts, one from Section A and one from Section B. 

 • The mark schemes for Paper 2 – Writing and Paper 3 – Literature have 
been revised.

Changes to availability  • This syllabus is now offered in the June and November series. Please see 
page 31 for details.

In addition to reading the syllabus, you should refer to the updated specimen papers. The specimen papers will 
help your students become familiar with exam requirements and command words in questions. The specimen 
mark schemes explain how students should answer questions to meet the assessment objectives.

Any textbooks endorsed to support the syllabus for examination from 2024 are suitable for use 
with this syllabus.   



School feedback: ‘While studying Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge International A Levels, students 
broaden their horizons through a global perspective and develop a lasting passion for learning.’

Feedback from: Zhai Xiaoning, Deputy Principal, The High School Affiliated to Renmin University of China

We are committed to making our documents accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We’re always looking to improve 
the accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we’re not meeting accessibility requirements, contact us at 
info@cambridgeinternational.org with the subject heading: Digital accessibility. If you need this document in a different format, contact 
us and supply your name, email address and requirements and we will respond within 15 working days.

Cambridge Assessment International Education, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

t : +44 (0)1223 553554  email : info@cambridgeinternational.org www.cambridgeinternational.org

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment March 2022


	Why choose Cambridge International?
	1 Why choose this syllabus? 
	2 Syllabus overview 
	Aims
	Content overview
	Assessment overview
	Assessment objectives

	3 Subject content 
	Skills
	A Level topics 

	4 Details of the assessment 
	Paper 1 – Reading
	Paper 2 – Writing
	Paper 3 – Literature
	Set texts 
	Command words
	List of grammar and structures

	5 What else you need to know 
	Before you start
	Making entries
	Accessibility and equality
	After the exam
	How students, teachers and higher education can use the grades
	Grade descriptions
	Changes to this syllabus for 2024, 2025 and 2026


